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“‘Needlessly 
Starving Europe” 


WHO IS RESPONSIBLE? 


EPORTING. that Dr. 
Howard E. Kershner, an 
American member of the 

Society of Friends who has been 
campaigning for food relief for 
Europe, made a_ statement 
before a Senate Committee in 
November accusing the British 
Government of  “ needlessly 
starving Europe,” the Catholic 
Herald of Jan. 14 added: 


“AND IT IS AN OPEN SECRET 

THAT THIS IS ESPECIALLY 

THE POLICY OF THE PRIME 

MINISTER.” 

That may perhaps explain why, in 
thanking the Food Relief Campaign 
for their letter reporting to him the 
recent two days‘ fast, Lord Selborne 
could only say once again: 


“The reasons which have led H.M. Govern- 
ment to maintain their decision in regard to 
shipments of foodstuffs through the blockade 
have been fully explained both in Parliament 
and in correspondence, and there is nothing 
which I can add to those statements.” 


More of Dr. Kershner’s “sensational dis- 
closures to the Senate’ are given on our back 
page. 


Fighting Men Urge Generous 


STRAW “VOTE” SHOWS MORE 
“LENIENCY” TO ENEMY 


T is encouraging that the proportion of those who advocate lenient terms 
to Germany (as revealed in correspondence initiated by a recent Daily 
Mail article on “How to Deal with Germany”) has reached the high 

proportion of 40%. That is due in the main to the increasing part taken in 
the correspondence by men serving in the Forces. 


The fact that the opinion of serving 


| soldiers, sailors, and airmen who read 


the Daily Mail is practically solid for 
a generous peace is the best thing I 
have had to record for a long while. 
To set against this, however, is the 
depressing fact that among those who 
call for ruthless treatment of Ger- 
many women vastly predominate over 
men. I do not know what the psycho- 
logists or the feminists will make of 
this. Speaking quite objectively, I find 
it very disturbing. It seems to dis- 
pose peremptorily of the idea, still 
common among pacifists, that women 
have a peculiar concern for peace. 


Friendship Plea 


(NE of the letters, from an airman, 
is simple and straightforward: 

“I have carrieq out 50 sorties in bomber air- 
craft against Germany as a navigator-bomb- 
aimer, during the course of which many of my 
contemporary friends have forfeited their lives: 
but I fail to hate, and I seriously suggest that 
the hand of friendship will do a Jot to avoid 
the repetition of this horrible wastage of life, 
property, social progress, etc. No better step 
in this direction coulg be taken than to cut out 
all trade barriers between our nations and 
create an equality of economic opportunity. 
Open up our frontiers and let us get to know 
each pthertesqusdran Leader.” 

On the whole I am struck by the 
degree to whichy the Se#vice corre- 
spondents reggtnize the economic 
causes of the wa? As another puts it: 

“Educate the Germ people and give them 
the right, along with all countries, to live in 
economic security; and, at the same time, stop 
kidding ourselves that we can prevent further 
wars and yet retain our present economic 
system.—(Lance-Corporal) M.F.G.” 


This is not an article to point 


out that bombing is frightful. 


There is no need to point it out; there must be very -few 
people who are not ready to agree that it is frightful. But — 


writes ETHEL MANNIN 
It is Going on All the Time... 


The difference between “most people” and others is simply that 
the others maintain that it is a frightfulness which should not 
be tolerated by people who claim to be civilized. 

No doubt even General Montgomery thinks bombing frightful, 
in spite of the fact that in his interview with the Associated Press 
on December 28 he is stated to have said, “I would take a German 
town every afternoon and blot it out.” 


if is possible to spend the 
afternoon in various ways, 

according to one’s place in 
the social system. 

One can spend it sitting at a type- 
writer or desk, standing at a machine, 
or behind a counter, or driving a bus, 
or going to the pictures, or shopping, 
or making love (there is a line in a 
poem by Auden, “Lovely and willing 
in the afternoon’’), or blotting out a 
city. But this last you can do oniy 
if you are one of a bomber crew. 

And then, perhaps, if you are that, 
you can reflect that while you are 
thus engaged other people are going 
shopping, working, sitting at the 
pictures, making love, and that the 
people in the town you have just 
blotted out were doing those things 
too, perhaps only an hour ago, per- 
haps at the very moment when you 
“Jet them have it.” 

Whatever you are doing in the 
afternoon (or in the morning, or at 
night), this is going on all the time. 
It never lets up. No-one would ex- 
pect it to. While I am typing this; 
while you are reading it. Tt’s what 
you, sanction when you sanction war. 

It is a bright sunny afternoon, 
perhaps, with a curious feeling of 
spring in the January air; you go out 
and do a little grubbing in the 
garden and notice that the bulbs are 
already thrusting up; there is a great 
drone of planes overhead, invisible 
in the washed-out blue of the English 
sky. Someone is going somewhere to 
blot something out. - 

A British United Press corre- 
spondent with the 8th Army wrote in 
the Daily Express last year of “the 
bomb-scattered town of Ortona.” He 
wrote that “the pleasant countryside 
looks as if a bloody steam-roller had 
‘passed over it. What were once 


orchards’ are blackened ruins, and 
what were farms are heaps of 
rubble.” 


Someone in the London Observer 
on Jan. 2 of this year referred, 
nostalgically, to the loveliness of 
that little Adriatic seaport, “full of 
sails red at sunset.” 

“Not 60 yards from a kicking, roaring anti- 
tank gun we stood in a dim kitchen hung with 
onions, garlic, and red peppers, drinking 
superb Marsala .. . . The house was half 


wrecked already, and the bricks and plaster 
fell at each report .... ” 


All. Italy is in that dim kitchen, and 
all the tragedy of the war-racked 
world. The same correspondent re- 
ported that, on leaving that place, 

“We went into a little farm for water. In a 
room, open to the yard, lay five bodies under 
blankets, arid a woman, who seemed older and 
sadder and crazier than any woman one had 
seen, was sitting in a chair rocking herself to 
and fro and moaning.” 

In the Scotsman (Dec. 30) 
Christopher Buckley wrote: 

“I would not have helieved that any civilians 
could still be living in this ghastly shambles 
that once was a pleasant little seaside town in 
Italy .... Gaunt figures emerged from cellars 
. + . » They were nearly all emaciated old 
women or pale and haggard little children.” 

From the Scotsman, too, of the 
same date, comes the story of the 
sinking of a great ship: 

“Wild scenes occurred as sailors and stokers 
tried to dash up on deck, and some sections of 
the crew were shut off and drowneg by the 
closing of the water-tight compartments... . 
All the time an officer's voice could he heard 
shouting through the loudspeakers trying to 
ca'm the crew. But sailors kept on trying to 
get up on deck.” 


When the ship finally sank “hun- 
dreds of men leapt into the water and 
were dragged down by the suction.” 

But there you are: it’s going on all 
the time—while you work, sit at the 
pictures, go shopping, potter in the 
garden, make love; while I type this, 
and while you read it. ... 

It’s what you sanction when you 
sanction war. Death in the afternoon, 
sorrew in sunlight ... all the time. 


Russo-Polish Deadiock 


PHE Russo-Polish crisis has been 
intensified by the positively brutal 
answer of Soviet Russia to the Polish 
proposal. The Polish Government 
answered the ‘Russian proposal of the 
Curzon Line by 
“approaching the British and US Governments 
with a view to securing through their inter- 
mediary the discussion by the Polish and Soviet 
Governments, with the participation of the 
British and US Governments, of all out- 
standing questians.” 

The operative phrase is “with the 
participation of.” Mediation is one 
thing, participation quite another. If 
did not expect Russia to concede it. 
But Russia proclaims 
(1) that the Russian proposal of the Curzon 

Line is ‘‘entirely evaded and ignored”: 
(2) that the Polish proposal of negotiations is 


deliberately misleading because diplomatic 
relations do not exist between Russia and 
Poland ; 


that they were broken off by Poland’s fault 
because of its participation in the German 
propaganda campaign over the Katyn 
murders; and 


that all this ‘once again demonstrates that 
the present Polish Government does not 
desire to establish good relations with the 
Soviet Union.” 


The conelusion I draw is that Russia 
is determined to demonstrate that she 
does not desire to establish good rela- 
tions with “the present Polish Govern- 
ment”; and I suspect her of a deter- 
mination to establish a puppet or 
quisling Polish government to suit her 
own purposes. The Russian attitude 
fully justifies the Polish fear of 
Russia 


True Polish Nationalism 
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TT is important to make a distinction 

between the more rabid forms of 
Polish nationalism and the national- 
ism which is shared by every Pole. 
Tsarist Russia made a sustained and 
ruthless effort to destroy the Polish 
civilization. Of the three partitioners 
of Poland, Russia was by far the most 
tyrannical. 


The Russian contempt for the Poles 
finds utterance even in the work of so 
great a writer as Dostoevsky. His 
portrait of the Polish panie—“squir- 
eens’—in “The Brothers Karamazov” 
is biting, the work of a genius in 
spiritual caricature, but palpably un- 
just. The anger of the Slavophil for 


Observer’s 


Commentary 


the Slav recalcitrant who was outside 
the Orthodox fold accounts for, but 
does not excuse, the injustice. 


Lamentakle though it may be, the 
average Pole hates and fears Russia 
more than Germany. And he is not to 
be persuaded that the Soviet Russia is 
less nationalist and imperialist than 
the Tsardom. 

Again, it needs to be remembered 
how disappointed was Lenin in his 
expectation of Polish peasant up- 
rising. ; 

“When in 1920 Lenin replied to the unpro- 
voked Polish attack on Kiev by marching on 
Warsaw, he believed that the Polish peasants 
and workers would desert the Janded ruling 
class and rally to the Red Flag. He was com- 
pletely mistaken. The Poles saw in Red Russia 
only a disguise for imperial Russia, and with- 
stood him to a man” (New Statesman, Jan. 15). 

Polish nationalism must be reckoned 
as a phenomenon of the same order as 
Finnish nationalism, or British or 
French nationalism for that matter. 
It is fundamentally the legitimate and 
praiseworthy desire to preserve the 
national ethos. 


Russian Power Politics 


(AN the Poles be blamed for be- 

lieving that the new Russian bear 
is the old one—only more cunning, and 
more savage? After all, this is the 
real tenour of all British propaganda 
about Russia. Modern Russia is 
nationalist Russia, reborn into a new 
efficiency. Its Communist phase is 


NEWSPAPER correspondence 


L 

A has not the accuracy of a 
Mass-Observation inquiry, nor 
even perhaps of a Gallup poll. 
Nevertheless the evidence of the 
many letters the Daily Mail has 
invited and received on “How to 
deal with Germany” is impressive. 
So far two findings have been pub- 
lished: the first, on Jan. 11, 
showed that 

“For every reader who would 
allow Germany to be given com- 
paratively lenient terms, two 
would impese severe treatment. 
There are many more women than 
men among those who advocate 
repressive terms.” 

The second, on Jan, 13, showed 
that 

“The proportion of those who 
advocate a comparatively lenient 
treatment of Germany is increas- 
ing. For every 5 ‘ruthless’ writers 
there are now at least 3 who take 
the view that Germans, after a 
peried of supervision, must be re- 
habilitated in Europe. 

“Serving soldiers, sailors, and 
airmen are almost without excep- 
tion on the side of leniency. They 
approach the problem not so much 
from the point of view of ‘What 
to do with Germany’ as of ‘How 
to prevent another war.’ ” 


over. And the news from Russia itself 
tends to confirm this estimate. An 
advance towards the classless society 
is impossible to reconcile with the 
deliberate creation of a new and vastly 
privileged military caste. If I were a 
Pole, I should find it impossible to 
believe in Russian good faith. And I 
should deeply mistrust the suggestion 
that Poland should be extended at the 
cost of Germany. 

I see no practical solution at all, 
except in the establishment of a 
United States of Europe. Russia 
seems implacably opposed to any 
modest advance even towards regional 
federation. Nevertheless to sacrifice 
Huropean civilization, or what re- 
mains of it, to Russian power-politics, 
as will assuredly be done if Russia is 
allowed to veto all practical efforts 
towards HEuropean unity, will be a 
terrible betrayal. 


Communist “Educators” 


"THE pronouncement of the Com- 

munist Party in USA on the 20th 
anniversary of Lenin’s death is extra- 
ordinary. Comrade . Browder an- 
nounced its conversion to something 
far more innocuous than the once- 
despised doctrines of the Social 
Democrats (who used to be called, 
with irritating monotony, Social 
Fascists). There is to be no Dictator- 
ship of the proletariat after all. The 
American CP will become “The Com- 
munist Association for Political Edu- 
egtion,” and will work within “the 
two-party system traditional in our 
eountry . without permission or 
class advantages.” 

The shade of Marx twitters, even 
shrieks: For this, though it is the 
logical corollary of Stalinism, is a 
rejection of the fundamental Marxist 
doctrine, No doubt it is implicit in 
the actual behavour of all those Com- 
munist parties whose practical policy 
amounts to nothing more than the 
support of Russia, on the principle: 
“My country right or wrong” The 
metamorphosis of the American CP 
anticipates that of the CPGB. In this 
country it will have the consequence 


(CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE) 


“NO -MAN’S- LAND’ 


ETWEEN July and December the net sale 
of the Evening News increaseq from 
850,000 to 1,000,000 in consequence of the in- 
crease in the paper quota. There is of course 
no legitimate comparison between Peace News 
and the Evening News. Moreover, Peace News 
is unjustly excluded from the advantages of 
wholesale distribution. Nevertheless, the figures 
are a salutary reminder of what we are up 
against We live, as it were, in 2 no-man’s- 
land beyond the frontiers of the mass-society. 
There we have to build a fit habitation for the 
spirit of man. Every gift to the Peace News 
Fund is 2 stone in that bailding. 
Gontributions since Jan. 11: 
Total to date: £5,100 8s. 5d. 
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Please makes cheques, etc., payable to Peace 
News; Ltd., and address them to the 
Accountant, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 
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Justice or Power ? 


“The experience of the last 200 years has 
shown that for Poland Russian-German friend- 
ship means enslavement and Russian-German 
war means ruin and devastation.” (Times, 
Jan. 14.) 


WHAT is a brilliant summary of the 

historical facts. But there is no 
necessary connection between it and 
the writer’s conclusion that friend- 
ship between Poland and Russia 
would prove to be Poland’s salvation. 
By parity of reasoning, a permanent 
friendship, between Poland and Ger- 
many would equally be Poland’s 
salvation. 

The truth is, of course, that there 
is neither friendship nor salvation for 
Poland, so long as Russia and Ger- 
many are engaged in power-politics. 
Neither is there any chance that they 
will not pursue power-politics, so long 
as military power is definitely 
acknowledged by the Anglo-Saxon 
Powers as the final arbitrament. 
That is the position today.. Nobody 
pretends now that the German 
soldiers are not fighting as stubbornly, 
or the German civilians not “taking 
it” as gallantly as any British or 
Russians. If the Germans have guilty 
consciences, we can only conclude that 
guilty consciences do not affect 
military power. Or, if consciences are 
a factor, they must be all bad, or all 
good, and cancel one another out. 

Military power, based on efficiency 
of industrial production and on popu- 
lation, alone is decisive. If Poland 
could be virtually amalgamated with 
Russia, then possibly Poland would be 
safer from German attack. But would 
Poland be Poland? No more than if 
she were amalgamated with Germany. 

One obvious solution is friendship 
between all three. Nobody dreams of 
suggesting that: it is ruled out as 
unthinkable. And perhaps it is un- 
thinkable, seeing that there is so 
little to choose between |Germany and 
Russia in anti-Polish brutality. 
Another solution is the creation of a 
federal Europe. Within the frame- 
work of European federation the 
federalization of Germany itself 
would be possible. 

Such solutions are “Ufopian.” But 
the truth is that unless we are pre- 
pared to pass clean beyond the bloody 
futilities of power-politics, no solution 
of the Polish problem, or any other, is 
conceivable. -For Britain, at this 
point of history, to pretend that the 
imposition by Russian military force 
of a frontier settlement upon Poland 
is a contribution to world-peace is the 
basest kind of poltroonery. It will 
destroy the last remnants of faith in 
British professions, and it will pre- 
cipitate another: war. 

The Polish crisis is a crisis of 
Anglo-Saxon morality. Unless Britain 
and USA are prepared to insist upon 
even-handed justice for Poland, even 
at the cost of offending their mighty 
ally, Russia, they may as well admit 
in so many words that justice in inter- 
national relations has no meaning for 
them. Power alone goes, The peoples 
of Europe will most certainly draw 
that conclusion. Why then spend such 
torrents of wealth, inflict such devas- 
tation, in order to destroy German 
power? Why not have left it alone? 
A Europe dominated by Germany 
would surely have been a betger thing 
than a Europe turned into a shambles 
and a desert by the morally bankrupt 
military alliance of three non-Euro- 
pean Powers. 

(Have we any hope at all to offer 
the peoples of Europe? That is the 
question which the Polish crisis puts 
to Britain. If we evade it, we have 
answered it. ‘We can offer nothing 
at all. The misery of Europe is all] in 
vain.” 


Peace News is open for the expression of all 
pacifist points of view, Articles in it, whether 
signed or unsigned, do not necessarily represent 
the policy of the Peace Pledge Union, of which 
it is the weekly organ. Nor does the acceptance 
of advertisements jmply any endorsement or 
PPU connection with the matter advertised. 

Postal subscription rates: Home: quarterly, 
8s. 3d.; yearly, 12s. 6d. Abroad: quarterly, 
2s. 9d.; yearly, 10s, 6d. 


MICHAEL de la BEDOYERE, Editor of the Catholic Herald, 


suggests that, instead of demanding peace by negotiation, 
preparing the ground for a truly peaceful settlement would be 


A BETTER Way to End Wars 


S a non-pacifist but a regular reader of Peace News, I often 
ask myself whether the convictions and moral earnestness 
of pacifists are not being frittered away in the pursuit of 


impracticable courses. 


I am not, of course, referring to 
the pacifist’s noble exercise of his 
rights of conscience in refusing to 
bear arms. That is a matter of per- 
sonal conviction upon which the 
individual must act for himself, what- 
ever the consequences to himself or 
‘tho others. am referring: rather: 
to the wider efforts to secure what 
the pacifist naturally wants: the end 
of wars. 

Is the pacifist, for example, 
sufficiently conscious of the fact that 
this end happens to be shared by 
millions who do not share his per- 
sonal convictions on the actual sin- 
fulness of war? 

I will not enter into the reasons 
why I am not a pacifist, but the fact 
that I am not a pacifist does not make 
me any the less convinced that wars 
are odious and in themselves pro- 
ductive of nothing but worse disorder. 
Therefore I am with the pacifists in 
every constructive effort they may 
make to abolish war, 

And if this is true of myself (who 
have often debated with the pacifist 
about the justice of war) it is cer- 
tainly true of millions of other non- 

| pacifists. 


UNDER A SHADOW 


Now the outsider gets the im- 
pression that the “minority-men- 
tality” of the pacifist casts a shadow 
over his whole public activity and 
considerably weakens his assistance 
in the wider cause upon which so 
many are agreed. (I hasten to say 
that this is not the impression 
created by “Observer’s” weekly notes, 
which can be read with the greatest 
profit by everybody.) 

One example which has long been 
impressed upon me is this question 
of furthering’ a negotiated peace. 
This seems to me a highly contro- 
versial question, and it is possible for 
the most sincere detester of war in 


itself and in its consequences to take 
the view that in any particular war 
negotiation could only lead to an even 
worse petition, namely an armistice, 
or “phoney” peace, the conditions of 
which could only be judged in all 
prudence to be the forerunner of a 
worse or. longer or wider or more 
brutal war. 

I don’t say this is the case now, I 
can only say it is a possible view for 
the strongest anti-war person. And I 
am sure it is true to say that it 
happens to be the view that is widely 
held by many very sincere persons. 

But even more important, from my 
point of view, is the quite undoubted 
fact that, as things are, a peace by 
genuine negotiation is out of the 
realm of practical possibilities, Why 
then should the pacifist, already and, 
in this case, inevitably in a small 
minority about his pacitism, devote so 
much of his energy to trying to 
achieve another minority-mind aim, 
namely the promotion of a peace by 
negotiation? 

Is it not possible for the pacifist 
to ask himself whether there may 
not be a better ground on which he 
can stand if his main purpose is to be 
achieved? And by better ground I 
don’t mean a ground that is better 
in the akstract, but better in the 
concrete--a ground,in other words, 
that, all things Ndered, offers a 
more reasonable fnope of practical 
success in the ‘present state of 
peorle’s feelings. 

To my mind this alternative exists. 
It is to concentratee on achieving a 
Christian and just peace. 


* 


WT ET me briefly suggest some 
44 of the advantages and some 
of the possibilities which this 


alternative offers. 
It avoids the burning controversies 


of the war itself. Its climax would 
be reached at a time when the 
reaction against war will already 
be making itself felt. It is reasonable 
to expect that (in some cases, I fear, 
with a little persuasion) the great 
majority of practising Christians 
would join in. And this agreement 
would embrace very many who are 
not necessarily Christian. 

It is the cause upon which the 
most important supra-national moral 
authority in the world today, the 
Pope, has concentrated. In his 
writings and speeches can be found a 
formula of peace in justice, recon- 
ciliation, and charity to which millions 
could subscribe, There is the chance, 
if the ground is here and now pro- 
perly prepared nationally and inter- 
nationally, that an immense moral 
bloe in favour of such a peace could 
be created in the face of which many 
statesmen and politicians would be 
bound to hesitate, 


RECONCILING 


Lastly (it seems to me) it tis the only real 
answer to the difference between the sincere 
pacifist and the sincere non-pacifist hater of 
war. For our differences seem to arise from a 
different moral background. In my view, for 
example, war ig the resultant of moral dis- 
order and the rejection of God’s laws. Part of 
the punishment is precisely the unresolvable 
dilemma between the apparent moral necessity 
to resort to war under certain conditions and 
the moral conviction that war is a moral 
disaster. 

For me therefore the. only constructive 
answer is to be foung in shaping conditions 
from which war will not arise. And I am 
profoundly convinced that any peace along the 
lines that can already be foreseen—and more 
than foreseen if the Japanese programme is 
going through—wil! be an unjust and immoral 
peace and so bring about once again God's 
punishment for such injustice and immorality 
—not necessarily through any direct act of 
God but through the perfectly inevitable fric- 
tion that comes from misusing an organism 
that was meant to work if properly treated. 
Hence the supreme importance of the moral 
eampaign beginning now and working up to 
the great bloc of men and women who under- 
stand the real causes of war and are prepared 
to stand firmly together against the signing of 
@ peace that carries a worse war in its belly. 

To strive for such an end seems to be worthy 
of the pacifist conviction, and it surely offers 
far better-grounded expectations of achieving 
some success in saving civilization than the 
activities which appear (to the outsider reading 
Peace News) to be occupying the chief pacifist 
attentions. Anyhow, I offer it for reflection. 


LETTERS to 


What Are You Going 
To Do About It? 


QNE of the best selling pamphlets 

the PPU has handled is Aldous 
Huxley’s “What Are You Going To 
Do About It?” It is still selling, and 
I am persuaded that half its selling 
value is in its title. May I pass on 
that question to all my friends in the 
movement and relate it to Peace News 
in its new form? We could easily 
reach the extra 2,000 copies weekly 
if every member who remembers the 
old days of Regent St, will order one 
extra copy to pass on to a friend. In 
those days adventure was always 
round the corner, and our password 
“What are you going to do about it?” 
Help us to reach the 20,000 for Auld 
Lang Syne. JOHN BARCLAY 


Credulity About Russia 


SHOULD like to send you this word of 

appreciation of the sustained excellence of 
your leading articles. The one in your issue of 
Dec. 31, “‘God’s in His Kremlin,” is particu- 
larly welcome as a wholesome corrective of the 
growing tendency towards the indiscriminate 
adulation of everything Bolshevik. Equally 
admirable are your quotations, in the same 
‘issue, from Principal George Sutherland’s open 
letter to the National Council for Civil 
Liberties. 


It is to be hoped that the significant paral- 
Jelism of the two themes will not be lost on all 
your readers. The use of a name to which the 
user has no title, but which initially attracts 


In view of the many claims on our very limited 
space, correspondents are urged to keep their 
letters under 250 words. 


the support of credulous nincompoops (who 
afterwards ‘“‘disappear,’’ like the pre-1939 
Russian COs), ig an old device for the further- 
ance of political, or power, ends. Probably 
thig device has never been so systematically 
and successfully employed as in ‘‘Communist” 
Russia, where generals, doctors, scientists, 
proletarians, old Uncle Tom Cobleigh and all 
have gone to their execution still fervently 
mouthing the fraudulent attributes of the be- 
nign regime which was proposing to put a 
bullet in the back of their necks. So persistent 
was this apparent self-deception that the 
majority of the original stalwarts of Bolshev- 
ism (nearly all of whom have “disappeared” 
either violently or unobtrusively) continued 


Displayed advertisements: Maximum size, 8 | fulsomely to laud the gentle virtues of the 


column-inches. Copy by first past Friday. 


Frankenstein monster they had reared, even in 


the EDITOR 


the hour of their doom (vide Eugene Lyons, 
Boris Souvorine, and others). 

The public should heed the paradox of the 
NCCL, which you and Principal Sutherland 
have aptly revealed, as a clear danger signal. 

And, if I may say so with becoming defer- 
ence, the writer of the paragraph headed 
“From Slavery to Power,” in Commentary of 
your issue of Dec, 17, really ought not to allow 
his simple enthusiasm for Russia to inspire him 
to utter such frivolous nonsense as that “in 
Russia the whole Russian proletariat was 
liberated.” If he spurng the generally first- 
hand evidence of such writers as Lyons, Sou- 
vorine, and Andre Gide, as perhaps heing 
propaganda by disguised Fascists, will he try 
talking to any of our men in the Navy or 
Mereffant Service who have been to Russia 
during the present war? There are plenty of 
them abott and they will effectively disabuse 
your contributor’s mind of its hallucinations 
about liberated proletariats. 

A. T. O. LEES 


Rosedene Cottage, Stowuplang Green, 
Stowmarket, Suffolk. 


Civil Liberties 


I think you fail to comprehend the attitude 
of the NCCL, While I do not accept their 
arguments, I can understand them. From 1923 
to 1988 the world watched a democratic Ger- 
many permit the growth of Fascism which 
ultimately abolished democracy and freedom. 
Now the NCCL rightly considers that the story 
of the Weimar Republic myst not be repeated 
in this country. But on this ground to demand 
the re-internment of Mosley is wrong and is 
to penalize a person for his views and possible 
actions. 

The NCCL should have considered the wider 
question, raised by E. M. FP urbin in his 
“Politics of Democratic Socialism’: How far 
should a democratic government permit the 
formation and organization of parties which 
intend, if returned to power, to abolish demor 
cracy, and which may be regarded as having 
contracted out of democracy? Any prohibition 
of such parties would, of course, include the 
Communist Party as well as the British Union 
of Fascists. : 

I think this question is a very difficult one, 
and it might be helpful to have your readers’ 


/views on it. 
R, S, W. POLLARD 
17 Victoria St. S.W.1. 


Self- Rationing 


To write this letter goeg greatly against the 
grain, for I am a woman who thoroughly 
enjoys all possible meals, but after reading 
“Europe needs Physicians, not Judges’ (PN, 
Dec, 8), and the case for the necessity of still 
more stringent rationing, if we are to redeem 
our pledges to feed starving Europe after the 
war it struck me that individuals might get 
our Government fo do its duty in that respect 
by pledging themselves to support any ration- 
ing scheme proposed. 


| 2he N.C.C.E. 


A petition, signed by tens of thousands of 
people, expressing not only willingness but 
desire for stringent rationing after the war, 
might greatly strengthen the Government’s 
hands, and shame other people out of express- 
ing resentment of or opposition to such a 
measure. 

Another possible step for us to take might 
be to form a_ league of self-rationing indivi- 
duals, with a badge (good sized one!) stating 
that we were rationing ourselves in order to 
help the starving. This might get many sym- 
pathizers ang recruits. I do not of course 
suggest that we should eat so little as to affect 
our health and therefore our capacity for work. 

Such a body of people pledged to a mild 
form of self-sacrifice would do more to heal 
the wounds of war than ten thousand speeches, 
of which we are all sick to death. Through 
Peace News and the PPU surely a committee 
could. be got together to consider if any such 
scheme could be worked? 

MARGARET’ BRADISH 
95 Park Rad. W.4. 


AS IT SEE LIFE 


by : 
Charles Laurence Burdick 


The testimony of a man who 
would not accept the orthodox 
religious view of life. A blend 
of physics and metaphysics 
which should be read by all 
those interested in new ideas. 


5s., postage 4d. 


WILLIAM MACLELLAN, 
240 Hope Street, Glasgow, C.2. 


* New—and news! é 


Replies 


in the 
January C.B.C.O. Bulletin 
to Principal Sutherland’s “Open Letter” 
in the December. issue 
(each 3d.; 4d, post free; 3s. a year) 


* Clear your mind— 
Questions to C.O.s 


Based on actual tribunal questions 
2d.; 3d. post free) 


C.B.C.0., 6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1 


I RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 
This pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. Send 
YOUR pledge to 
P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St., W.C.1 


IN INDIA NOW 


Qune apart from the appalling famine, 
there is a grave suspicion lurking in the 
minds ef many people that the rigid censorship 
is withholding from the world a mass of im- 
portant information on the unhappy state of 
India. The outspoken appeal of the Metro- 
politan of India (Dr. Foss Westcott) to the 
Viceroy for generous and lasting action (News 
Chronicle, Jan, 1) has revealed something of 
the grave disquiet which is passing through the 
minds of those who hold responsible positions 
in India today. 


Recently Reynolds News quoted American 
sources for the amazing information that more 
than 60,000 Congress members were imprisoned 
or detained by the authorities during the worst 
famine period. 


It is an important task of the Indian Freedom 
Campaign to see that the latest information is 
kept before people so that they may be brought 
increasingly to realize that the only effective 
solution to both India’s political and internal 
problems is the granting of independence here 
and now. 


The Campaign is at present concerned to 
make widely known to the public the fact that 
India will suffer from more and worse famines 
if steps are not taken speedily to get down to 
the root of the matter. For this purpose they 
are printing new posters for wide display 
throughout the country. These posters quote 
the News Chronicle correspondent, Stuart 
Emeny, who cabled in November that there 
would be a worse famine next year unless 
drastic steps were taken straight away. The 
Committee calls for the sending of further 
regular food supplies, the release of the 
national leaders, ang the declaration of Indian 
independence. “Only an Indian Government 
Can Save India’? declares the poster. 


If we sum up the known facts about the 
situation in India today we must surely vow 
to renew our efforts towards securing her 
independence. Remember: probably about 
2,000,000 dead from starvation and disease in 
recent months; millions more emaciated, half 
starved, maimed for life; many thousands of 
men and women detained in the prisons of the 
land _ without trial—and in conditions far below 
anything we know in this country; stern, re- 
pressive measures atill in operation to quell 
any disturbances on the part of the people; 
and, from the little evidence we have of the 
present conditions, backed by the knowledge of 
the past, the probability that many people are 
being imprisoned and flogged on corrupt evi- 
dence and by a “‘justice’’ completely alien to 
anything we know in this country. 


“A special judge (from the United Pro- 
vinces), though holding the whole of the evi- 
dence for the prosecution unsatisfactory, sen- 
tenced seven persons to rigorous imprisonment 
for seven years, with a fine of 200 rupees and 
a whipping of ten stripes each. The Federal 
Court, acquitting ,them, characterized the 
prosecutions evidence as ‘largely false and 
riddled with defects and contradictions’ ” 
(Manchester Guardian Weekly, Dec, 24). 

Can we watch these things going on without 
lifting our hands to stop them? Urge your 
group to work for Indian independence, or 
write now to the Organizing Secretary, Indian 
Freedom Campaign, 8 Endsleigh Gdns., W.C.1. 


Geoffrey Pittock-Buss 


Why the Welsh Council of 
Peace Was Launched 


All pacifist organizations in Wales are urged to appoint representatives to 
attend a meeting of the Welsh Council of Peace next Friday (Jan. 28) at 


4 p.m. in the Friends’ Meeting House, 43 Charles St., Cardiff, over which 
George M. Ll, Davies will preside. 
Names, addresses, and donations should be sent to Miss Gwyneth Davies, 
18 Glenview Ter., Llanbradach, nr. Caerphilly, Cardiff. 
N a statement to Peace News on ,—-— saa — 
why he launched the Welsh 5 
Council of Peace, Graham BUILD NOW. FOR THE 
Thomas, of Port Talbot, said: FUTURE 
“Students of history will appreciate that 
local loyalties in Wales have prevented her 
unity ag an siigctive political force. These MEANY people who have not read 
local loyalties have been carried over even into |.i 7. 
the pacifist movement, and consequently, Peace News before, and some 
though having most of her truly national | who had not read it for some time, 
jJeaders pacifist, the movement is not nearly as | saw last week’s issue—the first in our 
on oe. is, at the moment Nr format. Some of them are people 
a vague, nebulous affair with many attempts in to whom Peace News distributors 
many directions. It was to co-ordinate, to | sent copies: others have taken advan- 
concentrate, to assist each pacifist organization | tage of the trial off + : 
that I launched the Welsh Council of Peace. | Ve wa 3 till PQS elvereeg 
The Council is not meant to supersede any nt stiii more people to see 
organization but, in various ways, to streng- Peace News. 
then them. One of our distributors (in Preston) ordered 
“I envisage the Welsh Council of Peace co- | 300 extra copies of last week’s issue to supply 
ordinating the various organizations on mat- } people in the district who might become readers. 
ters like post-war youth problems and present- | But the job cannot be left entirely to distri- 
ing a really effective national pacifist move- butors and to press advertising. To achieve the 
ment. The difficulties that have to be faced in | maximum circulation possible under existing 
Wales are briefly: paper restrictions we need the help of many of 
“(a) Local loyalties which prevent national | our regular readers, 
unity; Will you try to get us a new reader within 
“(b) Many organizations in Wales having | the next few weeks? By doing so you will be 
their headquarters in London; } helping Peace News now and you will be 
“(e) No central office to which any pacifist in | laying part of an essential foundation for the 


the principality can turn for advice, | future. 
assistance, or information.” 


Returned Call-up Papers Kirkcaldy Nearing Climax 


Mr. Suresh Vaidya, who had been turned| The organizers of Henry Hilditch’s 
down by the CO tribunals, was charged at W: | campaign as the Christian Socialist 


London police court on Jan, 18 with refusing +3, A * 
to obey 2 calling-up notice. He was sent to his | Candidate in the Kirkcaldy Burghs 


unit under escort, He is reported to have said | by-election are preparing for the final 
that he returned his calling-up papers saying | phases of the contest. It is expected 


indi i 4 ed t 5 Ree 
he we an Indian petional and not prepare’ t° |that the Labour candidate will be 
A meeting to protest against his arrest will | chosen on Sunday and consequently 


be held on Sunday (Jan. 23), 3 p.m.. in Hol- | that the writ will be moved shortly 
born Hall, Grays Inn Rd., London W.C., the ° 4 4 . 

speakers including Laurence Housman, Regi- | After, with polling in mid-February. 
nald Reynolds, and Fenner Brockway. parades in the main street, and factory gate 
meetings are the new factors in Henry Hil- 
ditch’s campaign. Meetings have been better 
attended, and it is clear that larger crowds 
will come when all the candidates are in the 


the 
field. 
Assistance is urgently, required with all kinds 
of work, and offers (and gifts of money) 


should be ‘sent to the Agent, Donald Port, 71 
High St., LSSiSennRy, (ice 


is fully described in 


«Will America 
Save the Hungry?” 
by ROY WALKER, price 4d. 


A : 

Campaigners for a negotiated peace 
are challenging, in Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, a threat to the freedom to 
speak on the Quayside. 


The University Labour Federation, meeting 
in London, Jan. 2, passed a resolution (accord- 
ing to the D. Herald) calling for “all possible 
measures of relief, the removal of Mr. Amery 
from hig office as Secretary for India, the 
release of the Indian leaders, and the right of 
the Indian people to choose their own form of 
government.” 


FOOD RELIEF CAMPAIGN 


6 Endsleigh Street, London,” W.Ci. 
EUSton 5501 
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Need for Passion 


T is passion, more passion and 

fuller, that we need. The moralist 

who bans passion is not of our 
time; his place these many years is 
with the dead. For we know what 
| happens in a world when those who 
ban passion have triumphed. When 
Love is suppressed Hate takes its 
place. The least regulated orgies ef 
Love grow innocent beside the orgies 
of Hate, 


When nations that might well wor- 
ship one another cut one another’s 
throats, when Cruelty and Self- 
righteousness and Lying and Injustice 
and all the Powers of Destruction rule 
the human heart the world is devast- 
ated, the fibre of the whole organism 
of society grows flaccid, and qll thz 
ideals of cwilization are debased. If 
the world is not now sick of Hate, we 
may be sure it never will be; so what- 
ever may happen to the world let us 
remember that the individual is still 
left, to carry on the tasks of Love, to 
do good even in an evil world. 


It is more passion and ever more 
that we need if we are to undo the 
work of Hate, if we are to add to the 
gaiety and splendour of life, to the 
sum of human achievement, to the 
aspiration of human ecstasy. The 
things that fill men and women with 
beauty and exhilaration and spur 
them to actions beyond themselves are 
the things that are now needed, 


HAVELOCK ELLIS 
“Little Essays of Love and Virtue” 


INDIAN INDEPENDENCE DAY 
DEMONSTRATION 


Caxton “Hall, Westminster, S.W.1. 


Wednesday, 26th January 
at 6.30 p.m. 
Speakers: 
Rev. James Barr, M.P. 
Frank Bowles, M.P. 
W. G. Cove, M.P. 
Fenner Brockway 
Rhys J. Davies, M.P. 
Lord Strabolgi 
Mrs. Haidri Bhuttacharji 
Amir Shah 
Pulin Seal 
Amiya Bose, and others. 
Doors open € p.m. 

Have you read Gandhi, Azad and Nehru 
speak to India and World (l1s.) 2? 
Apply to 
Committee of Indian Congressmen, 
70, New Oxford Street, London, W.C.1. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


TERMS: Cash with order, except 
for series bookings. Copy by Monday, 
2d. per word, minimum 2s. 6d. (Box 


No. 6d. extra.) Address for Box No.|power to serve through speaking and 
replies: Peace News, 3 Blackstock|writing. Correspondence (also visit) 
lessons 5s., classes 1s. 6d. 


Ont ip rete an pues ae ee wee 32 Primrose Hill Rd., 


FREEMOUNT, Bacton, Hereford. 
Progressive, education and communal] 
home from 5 years in lovely estate 
parkland. Individual] care and tuition, 
modern health principles, own pro- 
Katherine Young and Peter 
fists) offer furnished room(s) to suit-| Young, M.A. (Cambs.). 


Rd., N.4, 


reserve the right to hold over adver- 
tisements and to limit the frequency 
of continuing advertisements. 


ACCOMMODATION 
ELDERLY ‘couple with son (paci-| duce. 


Literature, etc., continued 
CHRIST IS COMING. Paradise to 
be restored on earth. Read “‘God’s 
Picture Book,’’ 3d., from Secretary, 


EDUCATIONAL Prophetic League, 21 Poplar Grove, 


Meetings, etc., continued 
YOUNG PEOPLE’S Colleges. <A 
Lunch Hour Address by Edward G. 
Savage (Chief Education Officer to 
the L.C.C.), Jan. 25, at 1.20 p.m. at 


Situations Vacant continued 
WANTED URGENTLY, domestic 
helpers for small progressive school. 
Hurtwoed School, Peaslake, Guildford. 
Tel, Abinger 119. 


Bradford, Yorks. 

BOOKS LOANED to C.O.s on land, 
etc.; without obligation. Write for 
list Marshall as above, ‘ 

HAVE YOU visiteq the Pioneer 
Bookshop? Largest stock in London 
of Socialist and Progressive literature. 
A visit will repay you—and us. Books 
sent to order. Open 11.30 to 6 (Sats. 
prcladed) Charlotte Place,, Caodge 

t., W.1. 


Dorothy CLUB. 


friends for Xmas greetings, 


31. 


able woman in exchange for services 
in morning. Fisher, 3 Defoe Av., 
Kew Gardens, Surrey. 


sold in N.W. 


Place, N.W.11. 


to the requirements of pacifists, 
LAKE DISTRICT. 


days. Open all year. Phone Grasmere] 4129. 


eae LAMB BRAND Typewriter Ribbons, 


SMALL furnished bungalow to let] cleanest, 


in quiet spot Essex, five minutes|postage paid; 10s. three; 18s. 6d. six. 
Accommodation exchange|Name models, colours. Hardman and 
look after (feed etc.) young man, ex-|Sons, 15 Prospect Pl., Preston. 


WANTED: OVERCOAT, Suit. Good 


WILL ANYONE offer home tolwaits 97 


station. 


prison C.O. Suit pacifist and wife. 
Box 267. 


German refugee family (3 children; 
2 school age) within daily reach Ayles- 
bury? Reasonable rent; furniture 
available; very urgent. F.C.R.A., 
Bloomsbury House, W.C.1, 


150 acres. Very tranquil. Mild dis-| pose. 


From £38. 


Glos. 

YOUNG PACIFIST COUPLE ur- 
gently meed house or flat near Ux- 
bridge. Oliver, 69 Castle Rd., North- 
olt, Middlesex. 


keeper. 


FOR SALE AND WANTED 


BRIGHT colour wooden toys. Ele- 
FOR ALL properties to be let or|phants 3s. 6d., crocodiles 10s., motor- 
London and Distvicts,jcars 6s. 6d. (on wheels), blackhoard 
apply to McCraith and Brooks, Auc-}and easel 17s. 6d., carriage paid. (Al 
tioneers and Surveyors, 44 Market|Box 214 orders despatched by Jan. 
(Speedwell 9888, 5/14.) KE. Phillips, 14 First Cross Rd., 
lines), who will give special attention} Twickenham, Middx. 

BURL’S, Cycle Maker, F.I.Cyc.T.. 
[ Beck Allans,jcan still give excellent repair and 
Grasmere, attractive vegetarian Guest|sales service. Call 722b Old Kent Rd., 
House for restful or strenuous holi-|London, §.E.15, or ‘phone New Cross 


LAND AND COMMUNITY 

ESSENTIAL and constructive work. 
Wathen at Holton eae 4 Puke 
welcome co-operation of others free to 

WYE VALLEY (and Forest of/help in running farmhouses for young 
Dean). Guest house in own parkland/farmworkers with progressive pur- 
} \ . Particulars from Gommunity 
trict. Delightful walking centre.|Farming Society, Holton Beckering, 
“Lindors,” St. Briavels,|Wragby, Lincs. 

VACANCY for single man in Mar- 
ket Garden community, also for house- 


Hempstead, Gloucester. 


84 Honeywell Rd., S.W.11, 
genial pen-friends. Stamp. 


WILL COPPIN thanks all 


LOVE rules the world. It is un- 
dying, unalterable, the One and only 
Power and Attraction. “The Voice 
Within,” the organ of the Friends of 
God. Contents: The Foundation 
Stone; Life; Creative Evolution; The 
Spiritual Law of Attraction; etc. 2s." 
6d. post free, apply Secretary, Bryn- 


possible. Now at liberty. 


A satisfactory medium for 
those desiring congenial pen-friend- 
ships. Particulars, stamp, Secy., PN, 
19 Ty Fry Gardens, Rumney, Cardiff. 

HOWARD HUTCHINS, 7030, H.M. 
Prison, Wormwood Scrubs, thanks 195 


glad to receive birthday cards on Jan, 


JOIN Victory Correspondence Club, 


kind seasonable wishes. He recipro- 
cates and hopes to write to those of 
the 140 who gave addresses as soon as 


NGFT FOR GOs i Friends’ House, Euston Rq., N-W-l. __| SITUATIONS AND WORK WAN 

FIND RECREATION T FOR G.0.s in prison, “How WE ASIae 

and new Green Was My Valley. Relatives PERSONAL ACCOUNTANT, ex-gaol C.O., pre- 
write. Marshall, 21 Wheatlands Drive,| Goncact CORRESPONDENCE |P4res all forms of accounts, audits, 


imcome tax returns ete, Box 237. 


AFTER a year’s market gardening, 
C.0., 38, desires change. Entailment 
of intellectual exercise would be wel- 
come. Box 275. 

C.0., 26, 8 YEARS experience on 
land, 14 years of which employed as 
cowman in charge of large T.T. herd, 
seeks post with good cottage, conveni- 
ences, and good garden. Box 274, 

C.0., 28, GRADUATE, high qualifi- 
cations, teaching experience, requires 
work social service, preferably edu- 
eational. Box 273, 

CONDITIONAL C.0O. (23) requires 
post, agriculture or hospital/ambu- 
lance work, driving preferred, Ex- 
perienced with all types of vehicles 


would be 


for con- 


who sent 


hyfryd, Beaumaris, Anglesey. 

QUAKERISM. Information « and 
literature respecting the Faith and 
Practice of the Religious Society of 
Friends, free on application to the 
Friends’ Home Service Committee, 
Friends’ House, Euston Rd., London, 
N.W.1. 


268. 
COOK - HOUSEKEEPER 
plain cooking, 5 in family, 


clearest, longest, 3s. 6d. 
MEETINGS, etc. 

FREDERICK LOHR is re-opening 
discussion group at 8 Endsleigh Gdns. 
on Sat, Jan. 22, at 3.30 p.m., and 
every Sat. following. 

LIVERPOOL, Parliamentary Peace 
Aims Group. R. R. Stokes, M.P., and 
Rhys J. Davies, M.P., will speak on 
“The Pattern of the Peace’’_at the 
Picton Hall at 8 p.m. on Sun. Jan. 31. 

SOCIAL and Annual General Meet- 
ing of the North-West London Region 
of P.P.U.. Sat., Jan. 22, at 4 p.m., 
Friends’ House, North Sa., Hampstead 
Garden Suburb, N.W.11. Hendon 
String Players’ Orchestral Concert, 
after tea. Tea at 5.30 p.m. All are 
cordially invited to all or part of this 
event. 

THE NO CONSCRIPTION League. 
A Public Meeting will be held in the 


Or man for similar duties. 
Rectory, Chilton, Cantelo, 


Height 5ft. 7in., chest 36, 


Box 276. start market garden; also 


and garden now vacant. 
Westbury, Wilts. 


view to partnership. 
Harold Thomas, St. Clare, 
Tydfil. 


‘Gloucester Land Scheme, lively children smal! 


HEALTH AND MEDICAL 
PACIFIST HEALTH CENTRE. 


C.O.), 184 Hoppers Rd., Winchmore} ties. 


appointment. 


LITERATURE, etc. 


r ARE YOU interested in inter- 
Natural treatment of disease and|national war resistance? Groups are 
eyes; manipulative massage; water'linvited to write to the War Resistera’ 
and dietetic treatment, etc. Principal:|International, 11 Abbey Rd.. Enfield, 
Reg. J. Bailey, M.S.F., N.C.P., Osteo- Middlesex, 7 
path and Naturopath (ex-Maidstone}describing the International's activi- 
| The W.R.I. can also supply 
Hill, N.21. Palmers Green 7868, by|apeakers to addreas P.P.U. and other. 
pacifist groups on its work. 


iosmo Cinema (Rose St., off Sauchie- 
ar St.), Sun., Jan, 23, at 2.30 p.m. 
Speaker. Rhys Davies, M.P. Subject, 
“Has Conscription Come to Stay f 
Chairman, Bailie Alex Porter. Sub- 
scription ticket. Questions. | | 

“WHICH ROAD to Peace?’ Rev. 
R. H. Le Messurier, Rev. Leslie Art- 
ingstall, Chairman: Mrs. Gwen Catch- 
pool. Sat., Jan. 29, 3 p.m.. Friends 
Meeting House, 120 Heath St. Nev. 


time. Photo, Freemount, 
Hereford, 


hard for good cause. 
home conditions, 
State salary, age, if exempt 


for specimen literature 


Rainhil}, Liverpool. 
) 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


BOOK PUBLICITY organization, 
non-profit-making, requires shorthand- 
typist. Interesting and varied work 
in centre of book trade. Apply Box 


C.0.s., all conveniences, good wages. 


Somerset. Tel: Marston Magna 348. 
EXPERIENCED man wanted to 


wheat; share profits. Write fully to 
Granlund, 75 St, Paul’s Rd., Coventry. 

MAN experienced market-garden 
required immediately, good wage and 
responsibility. Self-contained 4 house 


MEDICAL Assistant required with 
Appiy Dr. 


TEACHER (10-14 year group) and 
House-Mother wanted urgentiy for 
progressive 
school staffed by keen young people 
living communally and sharing gen- 
eral duties. Free scope but little free 


WANTED FOR Children’ 
young woman, willing, able-to work 
Comfortable 
vegetarian diet. 


Service. Vegetarian Home, View Rd... 


including “theavy goods,” and held 
clean driving licence 7 years. Prefer- 
ably in Leeds district. Box 272, 

CONDITIONALLY exempt C.0., 
age 29, seeks market gardening or 
land work, preferably with pacifist 
family. Little experience, but willing 
and adaptable. Box 271. 

COULD someone supply lady with 
written or secretarial work, through 
post. Linguist (French and German). 
Small amounts accepted. Box 270. 

FULLY QUALIFIED Accountant 
(pacifist) available, part-time Lendon 
area. Box 269. 

WILL ANYONE help woman (50) 
pacifist to find paid post. She has run 
own home many years, has office 
training, used to responsibility and 
trust, hag some small knowledge and 
great love of books, keen hard worker , 
if interested, king for country life 
oon dogs, open to try anything. Box 

WORCESTER City, radius 15-20 
miles: Kitchenman, assist gardening, 
drive car. Live in, age 67, alert, 
active. Wife long experience cook and 
domestic: or farm work, available 
later if satisfactory. F., c/o Box 266. 


wanted : 
8 being 


French, 
Yeovil; 


20 acres 


Morland, 


Merthyr 


MISCELLANEOUS 
Bacton,| GROUP MEDITATION ( London), 
<a Yoga and MHeard-Huxley theories. 


Active proponents, write Bragg, Mer- 
ville. 105 Tulse Hill, S.W.2. 

INSTITUTE PSYCHOLOGY, Ken- 
sington. Lectures every Tuesday 7 
p.m. Philosophy, genuine gocial intra- 
ductions, Consultations all problems. 
Western 8985, 


National 


Defend (in’ War), SHIFTING RESPONSIBILITY (British Parents’ 
FOR FOOD-RELIEF 


OW Dr. Howard Kershner—who, as a representative of the American 
Friends Service Committee, did great work in relieving starvation in 
Occupied France before the American Government, having entered 

the war, refused him further permission—went from America to Whitehall 


They Gain True 
Victory 


A MODERN example of the kind of 
“™ true victory that militarily de- 
feated peoples can and do gain over 
their conquerors—examples of which 
are more clearly seen in past history, 
since it is generally (and perhaps 
most effectively) the result of a much 
longer process—has been brought to 


our attention by a reader who quotes 
a despatch in the Daily Mail, Nov. 10, 
from Alexander Clifford. 

Referring to a German officer who 
had been staying in the palazzo of a 


marchesa in Casalbordino, Italy, 
before the British troops arrived, 
Clifford said: 


“Frankly, the Marchesa was rather sorry to 
see the captain go. He had been polite and 
‘correct, and he and his friends had seemed to 
her passionately pro-French—which she was 
herself, 


“It was something she noticed in all these 
troops who had been stationed in France; they 
had been mentally seduced by France. Some- 
how, the life they had found there had cracked 
their faith in the perfection of the Nazi con- 
ception of things. They had discovered new 
and unsuspected values, ang quite openly mow 
they loved France.” 

Our correspondent contrasts this 
picture of the defeated French with 
the state which the unconquered 
British have reached. “I am thinking 
of the reception of the news of the 
terrific bombings of Berlin and the 
reaction to the release of Sir Oswald 
Mosley, which both seemed to me to 
be akin to the evil things in Fascism.” 


Observer’s 
COMMENTARY 


CONTINUED 


ef making more necessary and giving 
further scope to the activities of 
Common Wealth. And, sooner or 
later, it will further the re-creation 
in this country of a Socialism based, 
even more solidly than Common 
Wealth, on ethical principles, 


Savage “Justice” 


TTTHE execution of Ciano has called 

forth the usual pious moralizings. 
But those who condemn “revolution- 
ary justice’ when exercised by Ger- 


mans fail to observe that the French 
seem to be preparing the same thing. 
The National Assembly has rejected 
the proposal of the Minister of Justice 
that trials of collaborationists should 
be by due legal process. “Revolution- 
ary justice” is specifically demanded. 


_ Very noticeably, only those who 
“collaborated” after June 1940 are to 
be its victims. That curious, and 
politically unreal distinction, would 
seem to be due to the French Com- 
munists, who might themselves be ex- 
posed to “revolutionary justice” for 
their. conduct in 1939-40. However 
that may be, “revolutionary justice” 
is bloody savagery, 
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If a million people in 
jGreat Britain decided to 
learn Esperanto, 
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Over a million people 
throughout the world 
already speak Esperanto 


and back to Washington, only to find 


each Government putting the respon- 


sibility on the other, has been told again—with further revelations—this 
time by the American Catholic journal Common-weal. 


He told the Senate (says Common- 


weal) how he went to Washington in | 


the summer of 1942 to get necessary 
permits to send food through to 


occupied areas. 

“T found our chief officiats very sympathetic. 
They said to me, however, that Britain had 
established the blockade; Britain was our 
senior partner, Britain was closer to the Con- 
tinent and knew more about the situation, and 
that if there was going to be any change in 
blockade regulations, the initiative ought to 
come from there. Accordingly I went to 
London.” 

There, however, the general attitude 
was that 


‘Sf any change were to be made in blockade 
regulations, since the food would have to come 
from the Western Hemisphere, it seemed 
logical that the initiative with reference to 
such change should come from the same place.” 

Being thus “with great courtesy ... 
eased back across the Atlantic to 
renew my _ efforts in Washington,” 
which he found had “softened,” Dr. 
Kershner added: 


“Threading our way through the departments 
in Washington, we finally traced the source of 
the opposition to the British Embassy. Why 
did Britain object? Can it be that Britain, 
having once taken a position against child 
feeding, refuses to change her position now 
that it has become indefensible because she 
faneies it might involve a loss of face? 


“If the-democratic peoples of Europe perish 
and the Germans alone have the ‘health to re- 
construct Europe after the war, the British 
Government will bear the responsibility. Its 
unyielding policy of preventing the saving of 
the children of our friends and allies will be 
the cause.” 


ERSATZ DOOM 


To prove “Why Big Transport 
Losses ALREADY Doom Hitler,“ the 
Manchester Evening News recently 
included in an article with that head- 
ing an illustration of a locomotive 
lying on its side, though it did not 
say whether it was a result of 
defective track or RAF “train- 
busting.” 

“Unfortunately for the argument,” 
comments the Railway Magazine, 
Jan.-Feb., “any even moderately well- 
informed locomotive enthusiast would 
have noticed at once that the engine 
so represented was LMSR Class ‘2P’ 
4-4-0 No. 522, which, so far as we 
know, is without any Nazi sym- 
pathies!” 


COURT-MARTIAL 
“RECORD” 


C.0.’s Sixth Sentence 


OR the first time in this war a 
conscientious objector has been 
court-martialled and sentenced for a 
sixth time. He is Gilbert C. Lane, of 
Wallington, Surrey, and he has been 
sentenced to six menths’ imprison- 
ment. 


This will enable him to apply again | 


to the Appellate Tribunal to have 
his claim to be a CO reviewed. 

A case stated by the Liverpool Justices on 
the application of the Rev. Sidney Spencer, 
Minister of Hope St. Unitarian Church, Liver- 
pool, was heard by a Divisional Court of the 


' Kings Bench Division on Jan, 13 and 14. The 


court consisted of Mr. Justice Lawrence, Mr. 
Justice Lewis, and Mr. Justice Wrottesley. 


Sidney Spencer had been found guilty and 
sent to prison for two months at Liverpool on 
Feb. 5 last for failing-to give the necessary 
particulars after conviction for failing to 
register under the Civil! Defence (Compulsory 
Enro:ment) Order, 1942. But he had already 
been convicted once for failing to give the 
particulars and Mr. W. A. L. Raeburn (for 
Sidney Spencer) submitted that the offence was 
not a repeatable one, that he had already been 
convicted on an identical charge, and that that 
ended the matter, 

But the judges found that, on the particular 
wording of the Order, a fresh liability to give 
particulars arose as soon as a person was con- 
vieted of refusing to give the particulars; the 
appeal was dismissed with costs. This means 
that Sidney Spencer, who had been released on 
bail, will now have to serve his sentence. 

The position is unlikely to arise again, as the 
offence of refusing particulars was abolished 
by the Fire Guard (Local Authority Services) 
Order, 1943. 

Having refused to do directed work of any 
kind, and admitting she had a ration book 
(according to the Evening Standard), Olive 
Turner, 21, of Sanderstead, was told by the 
Bench at Croydon on Jan. 4, “‘At any rate you 
accepted that direction.” She was fined £10 
and costs for refusing to work as a ward maid 
in a hospital, but chose to go to prison for a 
month instead. She had been fined in Sep- 
tember for refusing to work in a factory 
eanteen. 

Important matters to which COs should 
direct their thoughts, if they wish to give a 
“gatisfactory’"’ account of themselves before a 
tribunal, are to be found in an interesting 
twopenny pamphiet just published by the 
CBCO (6 Endsleigh St. W.C.1). Entitled 
“Questions to COs,” it is based on some of the 
posers actually put by tribunals, which for 
convenience are grouped under a few general 
headings. 


Debt 
to Germans 


A German orthopaedist, Neumann 
Neurode, is earning the gratitude of 
hundreds of British fathers and 
mothers. Through his work, many 
children are today being saved from 
going through life as cripples. 


HUS a News Chronicle reporter, 
on Dee. 30, introduced “the 
strange story’ told at a “cure 

celebration” party for 120 babies at 
Danish House, London, S.W., by Mrs. 
Estrid Dane, who trained under 
Neumann Neurede just before the 
war, but who does not know what has 
become of him. 


“In gratitude for the curing of her own son 
Mrs. Dane went to Germany before the war 
and learnt the Neurode system of exercises so 
that they could be used for curing little 
cripples in this country. 


“Every child at yesterday's party had suffered 
from bow legs, knock knees, crooked spines or 
other deformations. Now they are not only 
cured, but fearless athletes. One of the pretti- 
est and nimbilest was Pamela Blay, 13 months, 
of Catford. 


“Tt seems a miracle,’ her mother said to 
me. ‘Pam was bornfwith a curved spine, one 
high shoulder, deformed chest ang a twisted 
foot. Mrs. Dane has made her as straight as 
a dart. Her father, a lance-corporal in the 
Midd'’e East, is the happiest man on earth’.” 


% * x 


Another German, Herbert Leiske, 
a leader of the anti-Nazi under- 
ground movement, who escaped from 
Germany shortly before the outbreak 
of war” (the News Chronicle also 
reported, Jan. 10), has not enjoyed 
the gratitude of “parents and a 
number of prominent educationists in 
Lincolnshire” who have protested 
against his appointment as art 
master of Gainsborough Boys’ 
Grammar School and Gainsborough 
Girls’ High School. 

The Daily Herald, reporting three 
days later that the Grammar School 
governors had nevertheless confirmed, 
the appointment, said that Mr. Leiske 
“was hounded by the Nazis for years 
because of his democratic views.” 
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ADVISORY BUREAUX 


Birmingham.—Sidney White, Friends’ Insti- 
ee aan Ra, Birmingham 12, (Calthorpe 
16. 


Brighton.—R. Gerald Darby, 62 Lansdowne 
Pl., Hove. 

Midland Regional Secretary.—Leonard A. 
Broomfield, The Woodlands, Penn Rd., Wolver- 
hampton. (Penn 36203.) 

Morpeth individual adviser.—Rev. Albert F. 
Bayly, Fairway, Kings Av., Morpeth. 

North-Eastern Regional Secretary.—H. Leslie 
Kirkiey, 11 Gledhow Wood Av., Leeds 8. 
(Leeds 61172.) 

Redditch individual adviser.—John K. Strain, 
The Croft, Salop Rd., Redditch. 


The Decadence of Commercialism 


O defend the principles of mass 
techniques in themselves far ir 
defend all the accretions and 

In particular it is a falsity to equa 
commercial system, for in so far as 
fection are reached in any product the 
very being of competitive selling is 
contradicted. Thus the characteristic 
growth of commercialism, as opposed 
to industrialism, is advertisement and 
sales policy, behind which standard- 
ization in essentials is masked by 
competition in essentials. 

One has such absurdities as radio 
valves, manufactured under the same 
patents, identical in the last detail of 
electrical characteristics, being separ- 
ately advertised, each as the best 
valve on the market, Technological 
standardization of production, which 
issues naturally in standardization of 
price, is recognized in an agreed 
“ring”? price, much above production. 
cost, and real commercial competition 
is transferred to the art of spending 
relatively less of the gross profit on 
advertising for the maximum expan- 
sion of sales. 

There are already many classes of 
consumer articles on the market in 
which effective perfection for purpose 
has been achieved, and in which com- 
petition, though it has its financial 
advantages for the producer-pro- 
prietors, the distributive trades and— 
in advertising revenue—for the news- 
papers, has ceased to have any virtue 
for the consumers, The equivalent of 
“taking coals to Newcastle’ is rife, 
the condition of doing so being to 
claim that it is branded coal. “Refuse 
substitutes.” 


production as the rational outcome of 
om contemptible is not, of course, to 
accidents of industrial organization. 
te industrialism with the competitive 

standardization and effective per- 


Wilfred Wellock has described the 
function. of advertising as the pro- 
duction of a standardized commodity. 
Not only is this an inaccurate des- 
eription, but the reality is worse. 


The effect of advertising is to pro- 
duce a population which has not even 
the standards of standardization, but 
is neurotically sensitive to associative 
suggestions irrelevant to the virtues 
of the commodities, It can be pushed 
from one brand to another and back 
to the first (under a different name) 
by a_ tacit conspiracy of com- 
mercialism to conceal the revo- 
lutionary and anti-competitive ten- 
dencies ‘of improved technique. 


And it is vital to understand that 
this parasitism is made possible 
because it can build on precisely that 
lingering regard for the individual 
product which writers such as Wellock 
express, and around which they are 
trying to recreate a sentiment for 
craftsmanship. They will not, I sug- 
gest, recover that impulse in any 
purity unless they also accept the 
validity of the technical impulse and 
incorporate both in a clearer habit of 
judgment. 


NO COMMON GROUND 


The present confusion of standards is, of 
couse, due to the lack of any integral view of 
productive society. Of this lack the gulf be- 
tween consumer and producer (even when they 
are comprised in one person) is only a symp- 
tom. 

They cannot meet because they have not 
found the terms on which to meet. In all the 
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elaboration of contact between the two the 
consumer remains suspiciously aware that the 
salesman is paid to sell, ang the salesman has 
a duty of evasiveness at the point where whole- 
some criticism might arise. 

In contrast, there are few more pleasant 
experiences than the fellowship in which sales- 
man and buyer find themselves when they meet 
in genuine appreciation of the excellence of a 
product, when the attempt at criticism is only 
added compliment and the salesman has pride 
in his stewardship. In such rare ascents into 
the clear air of truth we ean faintly realize 
how the technician’s skill can breed corporate 
pride in achievement, and understand how 
deeply it has been dishonoured by commercial- 


ism. 
INFLUENCE OF CONSUMER 


I have discussed the consumer side of the 
problem before that of the worker because 
there is a sense in which the consumer's atti- 
tude is most formative of communa! opinion. 
A man's working life is specialized, but special- 
ists Meet in their criticism and evaluation of 
the services and goods which make full living 
possible or difficult. 

here are inevitably services to be rendered 
to society which are hard, unpleasant or qull; 
there always were, and the picture of a past 
Society of individual craftsmen, each fulfilled 
in his self-contained function, is a purely 
romantic one. 7For a majority the sense of 
fulfilment has always needed to be mediated by 
enthusiasm for the corporate task and the 
corporate achievement, and the signs of the 
human possibility of that enthusiasm are still 
to be found if we look for them without 
prejudice. 

Mass production, when it is cleared of the 
mist of commercialism and able to meet face 
to face the discipline and aesthetic of its own 
principles, is as capable as any other aetivity 
of being a focus of social enthusiasm. And 
the spirit of truth which can bring that con- 
summation will also make evident, without 
sentimentalism, the products in which the per- 
sonal touch and the personal inspiration have 
true meaning. 


(TO BE CONCLUDED) 
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